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Cognitively Demanding Tasks/Programs

• The classroom environment (is/is not) sufficiently flexible to allow for different teaching and 

learning styles.

• Building (supports/lacks) learning environments that support music.

• Building (supports/lacks) learning environments that support art.

• Building (supports/lacks) learning environments that support physical activity/education.

• The building environment (supports/does not support) STEM adequately.

• The building (provides/lacks) space to experiment, create and collaborate.

• The building (has/lacks) performance/presentation space.

• Based on location and proximity to community resources and public transportation, teachers 

and students (can/have difficulty) access(ing) the City as a learning tool.

Equitable Access to a Rigorous Curriculum

Access is the core issue. What is meant at different grade levels regarding a minimum number of 
rigorous courses? Drill down in a detailed way, identifying benchmarks that align to equitable access.  
Example: If one wants students in calculus by the end of high school, then completion of algebra must 
be benchmarked. 

• The building (is part of/is not clearly) an equitable pathway from K through 12.

• The teaching and learning spaces (are/are not) operated and maintained equitably.

• The building (is secure/lacks adequate security) for a safe environment for learning.

• The building (has/lacks) a welcoming and coherent entry sequence.

• The building (provides/lacks) space for de-escalation and sensory calming.

Vision of 21st Century Digital Learning

Anytime, anywhere learning, often related to “distance learning,” but can also be from anywhere 
within the school building, campus, or home. Best accomplished with portable technology, either 
personal (BYOD – bring your own device) or school-supplied; it can extend the learning process within 
or beyond the school day.

The building has internet infrastructure for all classrooms and public spaces, including a fiber optic 
backbone, switches, and wireless access points. The system is likely insufficient to support 1:1 or 
laptop-based standardized testing.

• The building (is/is not) flexible and expandable.

• The building (does/does not) connect on multimedia platforms for cross-disciplinary 

programming. 

• Digital arts and media integral to more traditional Science, Technology, Engineering, and 
Math (STEM) initiatives.

• More recent goals include the incorporation of the arts and creative elements of education 
embodied in STE(Arts)M.
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Overall EFE Rating
Massachusetts School Building Authority (MSBA) Areas are based on current enrollment within 
school. Actual areas were determined by measuring CADD plans provided by BPS. 

SMMA did not field-measure the buildings, but verified general conformity with existing conditions 
by measuring spot values to determine the rough accuracy of CADD drawings. 

• Excellent: Elements meet needs for 21st Century teaching and learning.

• Good: Elements contribute to teaching and learning.

• Fair: Elements somewhat interfere with teaching and learning.

• Poor: Elements detract from or interfere with teaching and learning.

• Deficient: Non-existent or inoperable systems or elements.


